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What happens when an urban teen who thinks  

   he can beat the system meets a narc who thinks  

                  he can save the world? 

 
Spoken word and an original Hip-Hop score punctuate this story of the personal side of the drug war. 
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Flipside is one of those rare theatrical experiences that is equal parts

intelligent, funny, m
oving, im

portant and innovative. The extraordinary

com
pany H

artB
eat, an ensem

ble out of H
artford, C

T, created this piece in

w
orkshops, devising it as a group, w

orking w
ith a drug dealer to get his

story.  Equally com
pelling is the story the piece tells of the policem

an w
ho

eventually arrests him
.

The actor B
rian Jennings does an excellent job playing an aging police

officer, N
ick, w

ho w
as a gung-ho drug w

arrior in his youth but w
atched as

w
hat he naively thought w

ere ‘good’ arrests destroy innocent lives.  A
s an

older undercover cop, he tries to keep the young drug dealer, B
o, played

w
ith precision, hum

or and grace by C
hinaza U

che, from
 getting arrested

but cannot any m
ore than his then-w

ife could in his earlier days deter him

from
 his obsession w

ith “the rush, the adrenaline chase.”

Three w
om

en, the talented Taneisha D
uggan, C

indy M
artinez &

 Julia B

R
osenblatt, act as a C

horus, singing and and playing m
ultiple m

ale and

fem
ale roles,.  B

ecause the story unfolds as a classical m
odern tragedy, it

is apt that they are referred to as a chorus.  R
osenblatt also w

rote the

play, w
orking w

ith the actors to devise it. S
he has w

ritten an excellent text

from
 this m

aterial.

The innovation is in the creative staging, w
hich intertw

ines the dual points

of view
 of the w

hite cop and the black drug dealer, neither overshadow
ing

the other.  U
sing a com

bination of B
recht and B

oal techniques, the

perform
ance m

akes clear the socio-econom
ic m

echanism
s that m

akes

these m
en act as they do.  Yet, w

hat m
akes the show

 unique is that this

aw
areness does not take aw

ay from
 the em

otional resonance of the play.

 It is rare and a privilege to w
itness a perform

ance that is as sm
art as it is

heartfelt.

The director of this play, G
regory B

. Tate, died this sum
m

er and the

rem
ounted tour w

as directed by S
teven G

insburg.  B
oth m

en deserve

com
m

endation and congratulations for co-founding this truly astounding

ensem
ble that is creating w

ork of true social im
portance w

ithout sacrificing

artistic integrity.

M
ake sure you get to see this show

 if you care about seeing excellent

political theater that show
s w

ith hum
or and sophistication how

 people on

the flipside of the drug w
ar get involved w

ith w
hat m

ost of us only see on

the new
s.
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